THE ATTACK ON CHARLESTON.

The Latest Advices from the Expedition.

THE FLEET WEATHERBOUND OFF STONO INLET.
——p—

TIE ATTACK EXPECTED BY THE 6th INST.

RSN

Rebel Reports of Important Movements.

Dispated from Charleston, April 6.

—_—y ————

FOp MILITARY REASONS NO PARTICULARS.

-_———————
The Attack Undoubtedly Commenced.

Sl——
pesial Dispatch to The N, ¥. Tribune.
Wasuixaroy, Wednesdsy, April 8, 1863,

The Government has advices from Gen, Hunter's
Depsriment up to April 3, at which date the com-
bined land and naval forces were off Stono Inlet,
waiting for good weather, It was {hen blowing 8
gale, and it was (honght doubtful whether the ex-

pedition would be sble to proceed for forty-eight

hours.
The Rebals are still etudions to keep their newe-

papers out of our bands, but the Government bas io-
formation that the Riehmond journals of the 4th con-
tais telegrams from Charleston annotncing that
eight fron-clads are off the bar, snd that the day of

confliet #s st hand.
It in-evideat from the tone of the comments in the

Richmond journals on this intelligence that they are
pot so confident of the etrength of the elaborately
prepured defenses of Charleston aguinet our iron-
elads.as they would hiave the world believe; and na
the foreign Ministers here appesr to think ine no-
williogness of the Rebela to let their papers of a

later data than the 4th reack us is significant of good
pews for the country,
To (ke Ameciated T'ress.
Wasniverox. Wedoesdsy, April 8, 1083,
Private letters jost received from officers attached
to the Claslenton expedition, written om the eve of
the departure of the fleet to nttack the efiy, express
themeelves eenfident of success, and they say such is
the general feeling among both officers and men.
Wasnisurow. Wedsesday, April -1 9. .
Uy to this bonr the Government hastot received
any information regurdivg events ai Charleston.
Puiraprarnis, Wednesday, April 8, 1863,
A private letter dated *‘Off Charleston, Ist in-
slant,” says:
* It is reported tha: Charleston has been evacu-
ated by all the women and children,
« Poar of our iron-clads have beem in Edisto
River, twents milos Sonth of here, for o week.
 Admiral Dopont will be here to day when, it is
paid, the bombardment wil come offl
T4 ie paid that the army will remain at Port Royel
uotil after the bowlsrdment. 1 think this report
probable, 88 the Rebels buve had time and opporta
uity o fortify the land approaches, se as to mako
them wlmost impreguable.
“ We higve boen enguged for the Jast two doys in
banging chains to the ride of our versels 80 as o pro-
tect their mischinery.”

THE VERY LATEST—FROM REDEL SOURCES,
Hrang antess Anwy or Tus Poroxac,
Weduesday, April 8, 1863,

The Riclmond Sentinel of the Teb bua the follow-
ing significunt paragrajlis:

“On yesterday worping eight monitors and iren-
clads were off the Bur at Chacleston,

““The brief but sigutficant telegram which was
receivad eurly in 1he day, and published elsswhere,
tells us that the long-expected collision has probably
come off ere thig. I'he storm #0 long prepured for
Charleston bhus burst w lust. We sball publish the
results ur wo learn them.

“ We awnit the issae with booyant Sope, but not
withoat the solicitude 4ue tothe important sroggle.
May Henven shield Charlesion from sll the rage of

her evemies and ours.”
¥ Cantnsrox, April 5, 1862,

“ Jmportaut movements are tuking place here; but,
for wilitary reasous, no particulars cun yet be tele-

graphed.”
J B T

The Departnre of the Expedition—A Groand
Bight—The Change of Base—Tove-
ments of the Fleet— Charlesten Huarbeor
—Tis Forts nnd Batleries,

A correspondent of The Baltimore American,
writing from on bosed the staumer Ericsson, at Port
Royal, Murch 25, gives w lengthy wccenut of the
movement urainst Charleston, from which we ex-
tract the folloving material pointa:

ers iscoming in with the mail. We Lave
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PRICE THREE CENTS.

to the North Edisto—tbat is to say, the congregation
of the entire iron-clad feet there—wiil uk:&hu on
Weodnewduy, the 1s of April. How long they will
remain Io this new buse of operations befors mov-
ing on Charleston 1 do uot know. It may be a duy,
& week, or a month. Ilowever, before this lecter ia
received, the whole fleet will ba within sight of the
people of Charleston, and fucing the enemy's pickets
ub the North Ediste. I !
When in she North Edisto we will be within
twenty milea of the Charleston Bar, and can start
and commence operations before breakinst, when-
ever we may so desire, bot we must te on
being watched closely, as the enemy holds the land
surrounding us, while we are only muaters of the
water. From theusteeple or houees in Rockvills our
voices on the iron clad fleot can ulmost be heard,
and every movement made noted.

The westheor yesterduy and to-day has been very
stormy. Yesterday it ruined inoecsantly, and to-day
the wind blows andthe ccean roars in a mauner
that would indicate s gale of wind onteide. A con-
tinuation of the etorin may delay these prelicinury
operations,

Just aa 1 write, oue of the Adams Express steam-
i no dutes
from the North since the 20th, and are looking for
the pupers most anxiovaly.

& ND\"!’T:HENT!T OF THE FLEET.
reaMsnir Enicsson, Tonrr Rorarn, April 1
1803, ~Thin is All Fools' Day, and the balance of
the iron fleet, with their wooden tenders, are

under way to move np the coast towsrd the Nor
Edisto, We will sl Le there this eveulng in readi-
ness 1o progress on 1o the City of Charleston, ro far
a8 owtwurd indieations wre” eoncerned, sod the
weather, ufter four duys of beavy storm and raio,
is wost tavorable for the work.

Admiral Dapont will ulso start to-day for the
sawe destivation on the James Adger, which will
protably be Lis flagstnp in the coming dghl, though
it in generally supposed that ne will go wto the sn-
ement on board the Ironsides,

{uw long we will wait in the North Edisto is not
knowa, thoogh ocur stuy there will probably be
short, It is siso not known whethier the attack will H
be made by day or by night. We will now have
five moonlight nightes, uud the Admiral will be able |
o take bis cuoies.

e ———
EATE SOUTHERN
i
The Richmond Bread Riet—Exbortatiens
to Haise Food Instend of Cotton—Pick-
wt Mkirmishing »near Chattanooga—
Banks Fallen Back frem Peort Hudsen
—Heporied Mysierions NMevement of
Union Troops from Memphis—All Quict
at Vickeburg.

Hrapqrantans Arnt or van Poromao,
W ¥, April B, 1065

Richmond papers of the 7ib are received. The
Lurden of the sentiment expressed ia au exhortation
to the people of the South to raiss articles of food in-
stead of cotton.

In The Examiner of the Tth is a leader setting
forth the obstucles in the way of opening & route
inland to the Yarzoo above Haines's Blaff.

NEWHS,

und enjoining frugality in food.
The Sentine! editorially refers, in ambignous
terms, to & riot which took plaoe in Richmond st
Thuradsy of such wagnitade 48 o caise the allair ¥o
be suppressed from publication. From the article,
it appears that the city wus for & while at the con-
trol of a lawless wob of men and women, for the
ostensible purpose of eving themselves from starva-
tion by breuking open stores, bakeries, &e.

The movement wis hesded by & feruale, whe, T'he
Bentinel puge, was sbove want, und the whole sffuir
was simply to rob and plander under the excuse of &

|GEN. FOSTER'S SITUATION

IN NORTH CAROLINA.
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EXCITING NEWS FROM NORTH CAROLINA,

GEN. POSTER HEMMED IN BY THE REBELS.
————
Heavy Firing Heard for Threo Days.

HI® COMMUNICATION WITH NEWBERN CUT OFF,

—— e

The steamer Helen 8. Terry arrived at this port
vesterday momivg. Bhe left Newbern on Satur-

|dn_v. the ith instant, with 180 discharged sol-
Before the wdjournment of the Virginia Logisla- | diers. Great excitsment prevailed at Newbern in
tnre, u resolution was passed sppealing to every | consequence of Gien. Foster being hemmed in by a
farmer to raise provisions beyond the usos! amount, | sirong force of, Rebels at Washiogion, It spposrs

that he went up with about 2,000 wen to neceriain
the strength and position of the evemy, and soon
after found his communications by land wnd water
eut . The forcen under Ges. Foster acenpy the
town of Washington, sad the fort and block-hauses
1o the norih of it. Hia troopa are principally Peon-
sylvauin men under Cole. Pier, Dyerand McKib-
bis. The Rebels have u force of at least 17,000 men
in the woods between the Plymouth road on the
right, and the Greenville road on the left. A Rebel
force ia alsa reported on the Newbern and Bwift
Creek road to Washington, south of she river, cut-

scarcity of food. The willivery, dry goods and fancy
stores suflercd as much us those containiug the nec-
essaries of life. The movement proved to bave
sventuated from high prices generally,

Y'he Sentinel, in epeakiog of this riot, allndes to
the fact thut all the pupers bud, ufter consultation,
concluded at the time not to weution the matter.

The Molile Register of the 29th records the fact
that a body of Univn troops penetruted Poutchatouls,
lend dispersed a body of Iebelsthere,

The bmuks of Ssvanush buve joined in w loan,
witliout interest, to reliove the sutferings of the poor
in thit city,

The Legisluture of Texns bas pussed a bill assum-
ing it proportion of the Confederate indebtedness,
Tuey inteud puesing w bill to repoul the Btay law of
the blate,
The Richmond papers contain the following tala.
gruws:

SKIRMISHING KEAR CHATTANODGA,
Cuarrasoota, April .—There s nothing addi

A GRAXD SIGHT,
Af we petred the buoy ut the bar, sbant aight

wiles from Hiccon Head, a loug line of steamers, |
sailing vesecls pnd Moniture conld be seea coming |

out 01 Pors Hopul. 'The first two veesele, the Muple

Leafand the Giide, were Joaded with Lroops, s |
It now |
s evident ehus an expedition for the vieinity of |

they soon heatdad off towird Charleston.

tiounl from the front this eveniog. Stirmiskes with
the epewny’s pickets wre of dily ocourrencs, bui a
Keneral engay & 18 not dered digle.
BANKSE FALLEN BACK.
Jacksos, Apnril 4.—All reports from Port Hudson
state that Danke bua fallon back. One division of
Lis army is at Buton Kougo, wod the reet dowa the

Chirleston was jasi suriing, and that we hued ar-| river.

rived i time 1o witness the whole movement. o |

shot me ufter v e uistinetly wude out four Moui-

tors, v tow of slearmers, uppronching the

Bow, pakoed cluse wlong site of ua.
gunbont Sabugo, wwing the Meuitor Nabaut,  Next
came the Untskill, in tow of the sleamer Locugt
Puint, followed by the Nautusket.

The seve frour the deck of the Eriesson wan |
T ; m *u..»rd.‘l 10 Fes | .
View befoes us, the eenmere nud Monitors being iu- |

Erand wnd impowiug 2o Lie expedity

terupursed avith sumerous suiling vossels, with aw-
mumion, cosl, & o, aod severul wortar Belivopers,

Lookig lorward 1te the hurbor of Port Royal, !

Shore win sibie & etil! lusgor namber of vessels ut
:*:l:lnur mur}htl,m:, Hewd, Youving vothivg \':':blu ?Il ;
cenier of the harbor but the flngeality Waliaah |
lﬂl_‘}-!l:wmlr\"ip Vermoat, i |
Weailes la moot propitions for tie starting of
::IO rh::rl..mm_ Lright, clews, wod boaatifal, snd rﬁ\\‘-
uff & '_‘“!k‘ ol storin gud rain slony the const

“;:h“' 0l peouuse beicre us of a week of good |
‘Lml:::l 107 wtive operations. Even the saiiing |
Yo AY¥e 8 1air wiud fram Port Koyal to Cunrlen- |
'::':1'-'"- ihd wre muvig prat ux with wvery sl et

Bue of :Il:::t‘m:nmuu Zbe stonivers, i
3 y AL AT PORT ROYAL.

We reached Pory Royul at goon 1 !
day ), s drojped wug : | (Wadace-
oy u);l_ i .u.:.i-:m:“h"' uetir tbe Nug-suip Wabasi-

Ou arriving here we nscortaia that the sxyedit;
#lartsd down the const this worning, wltu.ful::“::;

bo Mouitors, sod is bound for the North Edisto

euty wiles this sids of Charleston, There will
ramuin shiree Mouitors—the Pusasic, ihe Moutank
il the Patapeco—at wnebor in tue hsbor Wikh &
lar, ccnnkrior lrnmpo[ru. g !

Tirie expecition is sidd to be to sile y
&t the Jower eud of Folly Ieund, and ':1?: :?&l;o:::
tobe laded to hold thew.  Jumes Lelaid, [s will be
remewbercd, it du the renr of Fort Bumwer, and oy
the npper end of it is Cumwloge's Poiat, on which
In loeaied the celetruted rauils bstiery lth figured
10 latgely in s bombardineat of Fort Sumiter wi
We cowwmencen eat of the wiar. Fully Lsluud is the
Dext island ndjo. nivg it.

Lhe fheet thai went out this mornivg had been in
Feailitiens vo ptart for four daye pust, but bad been
kept buck by the stormy westher. Thic movenent
Hiy, therefore, be vegurded 4s one of the proliwin-
“"'EI 10 the attuck on Chasleston, s.od, it sucoesstul,

iy \;&L};:t' Lo move I:ry svon 1 the same diree-
er g | i
kS oy y it intention, it is too

The cbange of

CHANGE OF BASE.
Imse Trom the barber of Port Royul

:
s00a the steat:er Catuw b, witl th “-Erh“':;":';'i | foupliv n regrinent of the cuemy st Bowerville, kill-

Tiea came the |

| Ragon

MYSTERIOUS MOVEMENT OF UNION TROOPS,
Pexatouia, April d—iRichurdson's Guoerrillas

ing and wounding eighty, v I8 stuted that 5,000

troups recently Jeft Momphis ostensibly for Vicks |

burg, bul alter night weot North.
AFFAIRS AT VICKSBURG,
' vioxenr e, Ssturday, April 4, 1068,
orything is quiet te-uight, But fow boats wre
b Fbere is vothing new from Yazoo. A tleg
truve wus sent down !lu-‘ln)' hj‘ the CUEILY .

1
of

|wbject war not made pulilic,

RICHMOND MARKETS, APRIL GIH,
Apples, $30 # bbl; Butter in demand at §3;
roand, #140: Hume, #145; Corn scaren ot §7 50 4
uat, : Aol suarket hare sty 20% & 10§ bash. | Candles §2 50
@14 I Coliee, F4@hs 00§ It

Flour, #40 pdl, wecording e grade,  Sole lesther, $1 00 &
&3 55 # I Upper lesthel g b 68 00, Hugar, @1 0@
#1 90, Whikky, #2200 4 fau. Glold and .!““"1'] 'i;d.li:‘l

Jnn

S0 § oent prowdim, vul Hitle dolog Virglula Sixes,

intepesd.
Noril
aie Fien Midion Cuapens L& du, Hegietered
Confed=ao Loog Uales leid st Jke 11, with Lntered, i
of Virginis, lnst sales st B0; Bank of the Conunonwealth 115,

Fatwmerd' Bank 118,

-

¥rowm Forireas Monroe.
Vonrness Muxuos, Tuesdey, April 7, 1853
The eteamer 8, 1. Bpeubding wnved bore lust

eveing from Iilton lead, and reports that our .
| ut Vicksburg, and has been eent up the Red River.

flaet bid wll loft fur Charleston when she left.

The Rug-of-trnce bont Colambia left to-day for City
Poiut with #65 Relbel prisoners for exchange.

The steamboat Sylvan Shoresailed this morning for
Washivgton, loded with contrabuude.

morsiog. We will bave purticalurs 10-morrow, probe
ably,

The telograph eable botween here and Clerry-
IWIHE wus Interrupted by the sorm last Satorday.
It will be repuired as soon us the westher permite,
» The bark Edisto goes to cen this alternoon,

beortily roceived by Gens Pock,

A Rebel cavalryman, who deserted from the Robel
wrey on the Bluckwater, and enme into Norfolk yes-
terduy, says tho Coufederates ure making srmnges
wents to remove their Caupitsl from Richmond to
Chattanoogu; wud thit the seareity of provisions und

The |

Corollnse (cld) 170%15%; new Eights 1505 Confele:

Au expedition was sent oot from Yorktown I.!|1u'

Gen. Keyes visled Suffolk yesterday, und was |

ting off &l commuuication with Newbern by land.
At Hall's Poing, five miles below Washington, on
| tlie Pumlico River, there nre two formidable bat-
| terien of 8 guus each, communding the chanvel, so
(that QGen, Spinola’s Brigade, which was on trans
| ports below, hud, at last reports, been unuble to
| furce the blockade to rednforce him,

Gen, Foster s thus bemmed in by the Rebels;
{ bt he hag mmmupition sad  provisions suflicient to
| last two or thres weeks, aud before that time he
will donbtless reccive re-suforcements by the way
of Suffulk, which be hss summoved to his
relief,  Heavy fring wus heard ull duy on
Wednesduy, Thursduy, and Friday, 1t ceased on
[ Feiday eveniug, and it is supposed by some that our
gunboats, threo in number, have silenced the ba-
tery ut Hall's Poiut. At Newbern there isn strumg
foree, and no apprebension is felt for the rafety of
the pfm.

While muny are solicitons for the welfure of Gen,
Foster uud the gallunt men under his commaund at
| Washington, it in the opinion of military men ac-
quainted with him and hie presont situntion, thut be
is equal 1o the task before him, and that be will be
more thun & mutek for the Rebeln in the dilemmu in
| which be in placed.

!l.!.m Commons in Dixie—The Evacuntion
! tion of Jacksunville, Flovidu-Terrible
Miorm en the Tallnbsichic—Tore Bual-
series on the ¥nree - Ham Swirzerland
| fione up Ked River—Cotlon Arrived —
I Guubonis Builling ot Shreveport—

Gunbent Espedition Up the Yaroo,
Ciscismart, Wednosday, Apedi b, 1863

A epecinl dispateh bo  The Commereul liom Mur-
froesboro saye:
| A batch of Lebel newipupors bave been received.
| They are filled with tirados ugainet the Governwent
| contractors, und sre fall of grief over short supplics.

The Charleston Moreury says that the Yuukees
evacusted Jacksonvilie, Florida, with all their giolon
property, just befure the Rebels uuder oo, Finue-
Kb got tesdy to attack then,

Advices from Mississippi to the Lt inst, state that
& ternible storm bad tuken place wt Greeawood,
| Trees were blown iu every direcon,  Fonr soldiers
' of the 471k Indinna Begiment were Lilled and two
wounded,

The Rebels are Luilding batteries on the Yuzoo
Puss, three wiles from Greenwoods

T'he ruw Switzerlund bun been repairad from the
injurics sbe received in passify she Rebel butteries

The Rebels wre constrocting & fleet of cotton-pro-
tocted gunbonts at Soreveport.
Aun expedition of gunbuats went up the Yuzoo on
the let iust.
Twenty-two hundred bales of Government col.on
arrived at Cairo yesterday.
Ayt

The War in the Kouth-Weat,
Lovisvitis, Wednesday, April 8, 1963,
Col. 0. H. Moor of the 25tk Micbigan has been

| appointed Provosi-Marshal of Loulsville, viee Lieut.-
| Col. Selby Harvey, who takes command of the 34th

Kentucky. Msj. Allen succoeds Maj, Charles T,
Larned us Chief Paymaster of the Army of the

Cumberland.
Nasuriss, Teno,, Wednesdsy, April 8, 1063,
A wuiall expedition, seut out by Geu, Mitchell, eu:
conntered & party of Rebels at Ashlund, Tenn., cap-
tured 4 men und 12 horses,

furage is the principal cause,

All is quiet between Nustville and Clarksville.

FROM THE ARMY OF THE POTOMAC.
]

How the Rebel Conscript Law is En-

forced—Disleyal Persons Within our

Lines Communicating with the KEnemy.

Special [Hepatch to The N. Y. Tribune.
ol i Wasningrox, Wedneaday, April 8, 1662,

Your eorrespondent at the headquarters of the

Army of the Potomac, sends the following:
Anxy or Tum Porowac, April 8, 1063,

Yeaterday a citizen of King George county came
into our lines and surrendersd himself, in order to
aseaps being eaptured by s mounted Rabel press-
gung that is scouring the county. The prisoner re-
ports that a body of fifteen residents of the county,
who are in the Rebel army, recently crossed nesr
Langdon's Ferty, to visit their families und procure
]r«meripu. That these Kebels communicate with
| disloyal citizens within the lines of our army, there
can be no doubt, A number of urrests were made
upou strong allegations, but for some reason, the
prisoners wero released, and ullowed to continne

their espionage.

To the Amocistad Fress
Hesoyrantuns AW or TS Forguac, April L, 1863

A review of a portion of the army tovk place to
duy on the plaios in the rear of Falmouth, Gen.
Hooker and staff were present. The scene presented
was undoubtedly one of the finest military pagoauie
ever witnessed on this continent,

e
A Moy Mcero.

Our readers will probably recollect the clrenm-
stance of & lad on bourd the Harrict Lane exhibiting
uonsusl courage in the fight that took place on the
deck of that vessel, ending in ber capture on the
worning of Janoary 1. He was then erroneonsly
stated 1o be tho eon of the lumented Commander
Wainwright, and subsequent to the correetion ol
that mistake, during the lemporary interest excited
by the affuic, severnl gentlemen offered, throngh the
wedium of the public prints, to eabscribo suwe of
money for his education and sdvaucement in life.
Whether anything came of this we wre nuawire:
thut the pubject i every way worthy, the following
particalurs, derived from the parolled officers of the
luekloss vorsel, may testify :

The bey, Robert Cumminge, s of Scoltish parent-
nge; hisage 14 yoars. His futher wus & machinist,
who died some  years ago in Paterson, New Jorsey;
liis mother, & poor washierwoinnn, residen in Phila-
delohia, in part supported by it of her son's wages,
duly reminted to her, sinee bis employment in the
Navy. Hobert was engnged a6 n " meesonger Loy
ot board the Harriet Lane, and won the good-will
of lier officers by Lis pluck, good humor, snd vivacity.
When the sitark oceinrred and the storm of bullets
wus ponring down upon ihe overmatehed crew from
the cotton bulwarks of the Neptuue and Bayon City,
an otr wounded men were ecarried below, the lad
pickad up two of their fullen revolvers, nod taking
L pluce upon the quarter-deck, blazed nway ut the
fuvaders, liring off every churge of both weapons,
and ien huling them overboard,  As the Hebels
elastered, thick us bees on the cotton-bales, in the
worde of oue informmnt, *every shot must Lwve
told,”  HRobed wan "llllauil:vn;l_\.' wounded in th
hand, by a musket-lallet, when mowentarily bis
spinit gave way. Surrendering with ghe rest, by
shinred the fortunen of the paroled officers, nuturally
becowing a greut favorite with them, and wessing
at thelr tuble during thelr journey through the in-
terior of Texanto be couveyed to Now-Orleans via
Red River. The lad is oow on hoard the Kensing-
tom, st thut city,  In the worde of his filends anid
cotursdes, the officers, ' something ought 1o be done
for hiw."

- T
Nawnl,

COMPLETION OF THE IRON-CLAD ROANOKE,

Towtny the grent bubor buttery Rounoke will be
formaily turned over to Admirsl Paulding at the
Nuvy-Yard. Yesterday the Naval Master of this
station proeeeded in the steamer Vanderbily o tuke
voundings in the present berth of the ship.  She lies
in 99 feet of water, drawiog 20 feet, It will there-
foro be pecessary 10 send no less than fve stewn-
toys to tow hier ofl.  Bhin will leave this city about
1l v'elock, proceeding dowu the lurbor to & place
which hus been especully prepured for ber. The
Roanoke, when supplied with stores and provisions,
will be plucedson the active service list, und take a
position off the Narrows as the permaneut guurd-
ship of New-York Hurbor.

RETURN OF MR, WHITNEY.

Mr. Whitrey, the builder of the iron-clad Keokuk,
and one of the engiveers of that vessel, have re-
tarned, They report the fleet under fighting orders.
Lo tug of the C doran-Chief during the ex-
peeted battle was to be transferred from the wooden
si@un trignte Wabush to the iron clud frignie Now
Irousidien, Capt. Worden of the Montauk, and Capt.
Hogers of the Weehnwien, were to huve the post of
tiwnor in the sttack,

INSAROTORS OF TRON-CLAD MACHINERY.

Chief Engiueers Stimers gnd Robie baving been
detached from duty in New-York, Lo serve on board
the vessels about to fight, Chief’ Engiveers Now-
ton and Lawdon have veen sent bere to uct in their

ubsence,

THE YAZ0OO PASS EXPEDITION,

ADMIRAL PORTER'S OFFICIAL REPORT.

THE MOST REMAREABLE EFFORT ON RECORD.

Navigation of Ditches by War Steamers.

—_——

EIGHT DAYS GOING 140 MILES.

THE PANIC AMONG THE PEOPLE.

Wholesale Destruction of Cotton,

= =

CAPTURE OF EXOUGH TO BUY A GUNBOAT.

THE FRIENDLINESS OF THE SLAVES

Special Dispateh to The N, Y. Trihone.
Wasninaroy, Wednesdsy, April 8, 1863

Rear-Admiral Porter's report of his recent expe-
dition through Steel Bayou, Deer Creek, and other
bayons and creeks, with intent to reach the Big Sun-
flower River and to follow that stream ioto the Ya-

to-dny, reads like 8 romance. With his iron-clade,
Porter was eight days in fhe heart of the® country,
navigating u series of ditches in which not even n
flathoat ever floated before. In those eight days, ul-
thoagh muking hercalean efforts, he worked his way
only seventy miles nnd back again; one twenty-four
hours was cousumed in accomplisbiog four miles.
The channels in both creeks and bayous were ex-
ceedingly narrow, £o narrow, in plates, that the
boata nearly touched both banks. They were
choked with fallen trees, which had to be removed,
or with clumps or rows of willows which bad to be
pulled up by the roots. For a timo the fleet toil-
somely crept slong unobserved, the levee, which of-
ten was three feet above the guns, assisting to
noreen it

When the inlmbitants, who had hoped to eseaps
the horrors of wur, perceived the dreaded gunbosts
in the midst of their plantatiods, they ran down to
get a nearer view, und the blacks crowded the banks
of the stream, and showed gratitieation at the urrival
of the Yankeee, to whom they gave every assigtatce
in their power.

A Rebel Government agent presently begun pat-
ting the torch to all the cotton he conid luy hands
upon, and incited the planters to wasist Lim in the
work of destruction. Twenty thousand bales, ne-
cording to the computation of Adwiral Porter, were
nurned Ly this agent's orders, beside (bat murked
. 8, A., which Porter bimself burned, and s con.
sidernble quantity, evough, be snys, to buy a guo-
bost, which he enrried off with bim.

Bome of the pl y B x d to bura
thelr cotton, snd Sbused the Confederate Governs
ment roundly for ita purpose to make them do so,
contrasting it with the sction of Purter, who de-
wiroyed no private cotton. (A covsiderable proportion
of the planters manifested their affection for the old
fug, and the negroes were unanimous in their devo-
tion to it

The fleet bad accomplished & good part of its
voyuge before nny efforts were made to stop it
News finully came that a Rebel force of infantry,
with artillery, was preparing to digpute the prasage;
thit o larger foree was on ita way from Ilaine's
iiaff, on the Yezoo, and that the negroes were being |
forced b the point of the bayozet, to fell trees to
shatrnet the chuunel,  Thia information, like sll that
whieh Adwmiral Porter received, wis brovgtt him by
the African residents of that part of the Sute, He
sont one of bin smaller bosts, armed with & howit-
zer, in advance to checkmute the Rebels, and thas
‘.'-Jm;hl his wiy l:i(‘MllH”l for & Iiu!, pul.u'us the |
Ltebel guna to flight, seatiering the sharp»!moteﬂ.'
aud infantry who begun to line the banks, und re-
moving the trecs almoat as fusy ks they were felled
neroad hi Strean.

The Retels, however, finally udded so seriouely
1o the obatructivn of the channel that it was with
great difliculty the Admiral conld proceed, At the
anme tine news was brought him that the Rebels
were ulso at work falling treca across the streams in |
ia reur, and planting guus with a view to his eap-
ure. lven sfterthis news wus bronght him, he
pnshed on awhile, bat fisally, when within 800
yards of Rolling Fork, from which it would Lave |
been plain siling down the Big Bunlluwer River |
into the Yuzoo, miles above the fortified places in
the rear of Vicksbarz, ho was oblyzed to turn back,

Il Cleu, Sherman, with Lis eoldiers, who [bad a |
shorter rond than the gaubouts to travel, :'euclledl
this point ne ourly as they should, n passage could
fiuve been foreed and the Yazoo entered; lme, re-
ceiving o lotalligence of Sbermmi's movements, |
which were necossarily impeded by o want of travs-
portution ns well us by other causes, Admiral Porter |
deersed it prodent to return,

The obetructions thrown by the Rebels in the
wiy of bis retrograde movemwent wonld buve been
wore serioas thau they were lad not the natural
obistaclus been removed during the forwarl voyage,
and bad wot Uen. Slerman’s forces, first o detach-
ment and then the muin body, sppeared at a critical
moment.  The nesistance of the latter was purticns
lusly valauble in driving away the infuntry *and
shnrpslioters who aunoyed the voyagers. The big
gus of the ironecinds proved two much for the rifled
field pieces of the Rebels.

Adwirul Porler reports that the country through
which Le passed (8 rich and fertile, abounding in
live stock and with bamns filled with corn, of which
the Rabel Qovarnment owns o considerable propors
thon,

T'he white residents were, he thiuks, betier in-
clned to the Union cuuse when ho left thun when
he came among them.  As for thd negroes, all the
able-bodied ones who were not forced to stay fol-
lowed Gen. Bherman's soldiers. The rest are in
u stute of sueh demorslization that Admiral Porter
thinks that little more planting will be done this
seanon, und predicts serious trouble for the musters
Lo oomit.

The only officer killed during the expedition was
Heury Bullivan, 31 ussistant engiveer of the tug
Dahlia. Two othiers, whose names are not given,
were seriously wounded, The only injury to the
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200, which was received at the Nuvy Department |
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THREE DAYS LATER FROM NEW-ORLEANS.

Affairs Progressing Finely.
Eehh Being Hemmed in and Supplies Lessened.

Important and Successful Expedition by
Colonel Dudley.

HIS BRIGADE GOES ABOVE PORT HUDSON.
—_———
They Destroy Large Quantities of Bebe)
Btores, Machinery, &o.
THE EXPEDITION ACROSS LAKE PONTCHARTRAIN.

—_—, 7

ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL AFF

—— i = e
NEAR BRASHEAR CITY.
Urgannas by WY
LOSS OF THE GUNBOAT DIANA,

—t——— ———

DISASTER
i

The steamer Columbia, Capt. Barton, from New-
Orleans April 1, and Havana Apiil 4, arrived at this
port lust night.  We are indebted to Purser Hen-
derson for favors.

The following is a list of the passengers bronght
by the Columbia:

From New.Orleans~J. A, MeCombl W, Wyer,
devans, child and servant, J, . Paterson, wi

, M B, h‘v.u. Miss M, Cormy Willfennd Frank h
P. B, Burohow, C. B. Midiken, F. Ricker, J. 5. Maynerd,
Rlunﬂ' A. D Gmf M. M. Locksrt, Mra. J.' D, Joha-
von, Mre. Brassh Johoaon, Dr. J. O, Weddestant and sorvant,
Mre. Gen, Jes. Bowen, J. Joabin and lady, Dr. Collies, H. G.
Astunead, J. W, Astimead, Mrs. 8, Otway, Mrs. Eliza Gros-
sum, Mr., Holbrook, W. ¥. Hammond, F Uret sud fam!
Mirs, T, M, Btlmson, Miss Lydis Collet, F. H. Caw

s Cu.ugb-l-. M. L. Reutz sud sarvant, Mrs, J, V.
W. H. H Berton, J. F. Beooett. A, Geesnard. T,
Thos. V. Oliver, K. Hooper, jr., Jusn Maria. W. Dashem,

-

1. ra, lady and three children, C. . Ripplems L
Gaather, F. P. D t, Julin Ives, Goo. C. D A
Rev. 8, Mcherrill, Lo Reder, & Avegnos ar.. Myw ik,

s, Ny and

.hu. lﬁu :’and.JN % A tiﬁ‘gn l\;n sliters
ra. H. Allison, 5. Marens. W, P. Sunderland, Wei, Dancan
W, H. Marvin, Mrs, Aon Parmsles, Mre, M. Phluﬁ?“’. B
A. Mclutosn, Col. O. M. Browa, W, Peit] J. M. Washe
burm, . F. Rimberly, U, Rayres. G. W. O H W,
Hates, Capt, Gen, Crensurs, W H. § .--ruﬂ':!
Bl’“ﬁ }J"W_P K. D.

atehiord, A, P. . arkey
Indy, W. H, Goodwin, wad. W, P, Sunlles, Dr.
Thomes Hiland, W. J. Benglman, W, P. Sahultster,
Giongales and child, Chas. W. Whitesinb, Joha Dowde .
R 5. Waieh, Dr. Carr, R, River, Louis C. op. C.
and lady, 8, W, Kirkisad, Thos. Shields and o
Marshail, Thos, Brooka, F. 0. Burrell, K. Sslomon,
name. 8. . DeVellotte, B, Yerzarive, Jose Echarise,
utnm, M. (i, Avelando and lsdy, G. Chareino. Mre, B

yulle, Rev. A. Fatley, U, Dol Mage, C. Vigrie and
M. Hose, 5. King, Samll A. Miller, A. Garein, Mre.
wise, sed B, M, Jumeson,

R

Militnry Affaire Progressing Finely, the
Rebels being i ily BN d in,
nud Supplics Lessened—Imporinnt and
Sucerssfnl Expedition by Col. Dudley’s
Hrignde—The Lakc Ponchartrain Ex.
pedition—Tmpudence of Secesh Citinens
—A Treasonable Fire Departinent—~City
Affaire — How Contraband Traders
Work Their Cards,

| 'row Vus Special Corresponden:.

New-Onrmaws, Aprll 1, 1083,

Althongh we have no great Latde to report, from
| & military point of view, things are progressing very
| favorably. Every itewm of news we base ia of the
right kind. Evary step taken seems 0 be & step in
the right direction; ‘and sithough events develop
themselves o little slower thun most of ue could
wish, yet, thoagh slow, they are sure. Every move
of vur furces in this depprtment more elfectunlly
hems in the Rebels, and cuts off some of their sup-
plies, while it adds largely to the knowledgs of our
oflicers of the character of the people and comntry
herenbout, to most of them herctofors a terra
incognite, Hefore any very important move could
be made, plans of all the surronnding country and

srobable field of operntions had to be prepared.

coat ng sod reconnoitering partics had to E« OFgun.
ized, and trustworthy guides for land, and ek
piloce for onr wuters hud to be found, all of which
ocenpied much time, und sccountd for the length of
time which bus elapeed since Gen. Banks reached
uese before anything was attempted. When Baton

Rouge was defermmed to be the heudquarters of the

wrmy in the fleld, it pecessitated the travsfer of ime-

ense Tnumlias of stores of all kinde, ull of which
involved a loss of time, which mudes muny impatient.

Col, Dudley's brigade last week made au expedition

on the west bank of the Miesisaippi River, and suc-

cealod in destroying a lacge amonnt of stores of
great valoe just now to tha Rebele, One steambont,

a Rebel muchine shop, gronury containing 15,000

bushels of corn, & sigur-iouss, with sdygur-cane,

1,600 barrels of molusses, and some gunpowder, &

drug-store, with & fuir stock of valoable medicines

were ull destroyed, as well as the Post-Office
soine other places,

The scene of operations was Hermitage Landing,
aplase ubount midway between the two mouths of
Little False Iiver, on an ielaud foraed by the Mis-
siseiprd, on the west bank, besween Port Hodson and
Poinu Conpee.

Tlie expedition wae nnder command of Capt. Me.
Gee, Company B, 20 Mussachusetts Cavalry,
one of the moet deshing avd t’urln'F‘ cavalry of
ficers we have inthis department. ‘This ls not the
fipst time be Las been intrusted with ench enter-
prisss. The expedition was Lighly suecesful, and se-
cowplished all is was nadertaken for without the loss
of n nuan.

Bestde the destruetion of stores mentioned m
onr troops secured and brought away nearly
Lorses and mules, 100 besf cattle, 60 carts sud plan-
taticn wagons, 180 hog-heads of sngar, 20
of molusses,  Newrly 400 contrubands, half of whom
wore wen, enme itfo cemp for protection, and were
ailowed to rutnen with the troops,

The diffieulties und hardehips encountered by the
men in this expedition were of uo ordinary enarace
ter, wnil requited prmething more than sn everye
duy moldies 1o cudure, For hours together then men
were up to their saudlen in water; in many places
obliged to swim their Lorses over. In short, from
the fizh stmee of the river, aid the leveos being
cut by the Rebels, nearly the who'e country is more
fit for the eniire occupatou of alligators and ball-
{eows tinn anything elee,

Full particulars of the expedition meross Lake
Poutchartruin bave coms o hand, Col. Clsrk of
the 6t Michizan has gecomplished a work in
the oceupation of Pontonwtoula. ] principat
wenus the Rebels of this city bad of commun
with their friends on the other side of the m
uow Lroke-n up, We shall have less * m'm
telograph” than formerly. What the Rebels will
do without it is burd w0 esy; for t AN No More
do withont their uews fromn *¢ sources’’
than a Kebel soldier without his whisky.

The troops ae ing underCol. Clark were the 2d
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Daryee Zouaves, Torming s buttalion of the 105th
Now-York, Lwut,sCol, th, dr.

battulion cotposed of the 24tk Katne and the ¥
New-York, under Capt. Trusk of the lith, with
lwui' . Tfmi]kry,vilh men of the Sih Con~
necticut Volunteers,

The guuboat Barataria and yacht Coryphets ot
Manchie whilo the troops ssvance b o o
forcen were divided; one w" boro,
road truck, the others werd m 'lm"' the
and formed a junotion at Ponte blo ruilroad
town, about twe mﬂe&’-&"““‘“
bridge on trestls, some
test 't ] ':u
the Uni lorces

w-York, 8!:!!&
ﬂ‘:ul:;.‘ ’:; the sume ball, but n
a flesh wouand on the Sergeant and not

jron-cluds wus autfered by their boats, damaged by
the.fullen treea, .
Adwiral Porier spenks in the highest terms of the

good conduct of the oflicers, sailors, woldiers sad
boats,

Sec Elghth Page.
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